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Deliverance from the Realm of Death
Romans 6:1-11

Introduction:

John Phillips says (and rightly so): “According to Paul, ignorance is a key factor in hindering a life of victory.”

The words, “do you not know?” occur three times in chapters 6 and 7 – 6:3, 16; 7:1. This section gives us information about the realm of death. 

I. The Authenticity of our Death with Christ – 6:1-5

A. The Sincerity of It – 6:1-2 

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?”

This question may have come from a derisive comment from Paul’s enemies prompted by verse 20 in Chapter 5.

“Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more.”

Trying to make Paul look foolish, they set up a syllogism:

Major Premise: God’s grace is good.

Minor Premise: Sinning makes God’s Grace abound, bringing Glory to God. 

Conclusion: We should sin more and more, to the Glory of God.

Paul’s answer is his strongest negative: μὴ γένοιτο – “Certainly not!”

“How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?”

We have died to sin; how shall we live it sin any longer in it? He is not saying that it is impossible; he is saying that it is illogical.
	
B. The Success – 6:3-5

“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?”

This is the first of those “do you not know” questions.


First we need to discuss the “baptism.” - 

· Paul is not speaking here about water baptism but Spirit baptism.
· The believer is baptized into Christ.
· The believer is baptized into the body of Christ. I Cor. 12:13). Water baptism pictures Spirit baptism. (Acts 10:44–48; 16:29–33).

When we baptize believers, we point that out and remind them to “walk in newness of life.” – as the next verse teaches.

“Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory (power) of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (6:4)

Continuing the analogy with Christ’s death, Paul shows that the death of Christ is not the end of His vicarious atonement. He was buried and we were buried with Him. His burial verified His death and prepared the way for His resurrection. It is the same with the believer:

All “death” in the Bible is separation -

· Physical death is the separation between body and spirit.
· Eternal death is separation of the person from God forever.

Our death with Christ means that we died with Him to our former sinful way of living.

“For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,” (6:5)

The word “united together” is pictured in grafting.

Illustration:

We have a tree in front of the church that has a graft. The host tree is Palmetto. The graft is some kind of Oak. The Oak cannot live apart from the Palmetto. It would have died except for the Palmetto. It shares the very life of the Palmetto. But the Oak tree will never become the palmetto.

Application:

Christ is the host; we are the transplants. He is God, we are human. We never will become gods. We cannot live apart from Christ. We would have died except for Christ.

So, Paul is illustrating a vital point to our Christian growth. Christ’s death was our death, His burial was our burial, His resurrection was our resurrection. He not only died for me; He died as me. 

One further application of “death with Christ” is that it guarantees our resurrection.                   
II. The Aim of our Death with Christ – 6:6-7

“knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” (6:6)

Our “old man” is the old life: “I’m not the man I ought to be; I’m not the man I’m going to be. but, thank God, I’m not the man I used to be.” 

Because of that death of the old man, I am not a slave of sin, so that I have to obey it. 

“For he who has died has been freed from sin.” (6:7)

Death breaks the tie to the sin of Adam.

You might say, “I don’t feel free from my old life” We should not depend on feelings. Many people say, “When I feel saved I will know that I am saved.” They have the cart before the horse. Knowledge comes before feelings.

When I know, from the facts in the Word, that I am saved, then I feel saved. The facts form a basis for my feelings.

III. The Answer of our Death with Christ – 6:8-11 

A. Approve the Victory of Christ – 6:8-10

“Now since we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,”

I translated that “if” as “since” (first class condition), we shall live with Him. The key here is that Jesus died to die no more. We died with him, we will die no more. (See the next verse).

“knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.” (6:9)

“For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.” (6:10)

His death is our death. He lives to God. Our life is His life – live it to God. Verse 11 gives us the application for this section.
 
B. Allocate the Victory of Christ – 6:11

“Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Dr. Harry Ironside divides this chapter in four sections with these four words:

Know – Reckon – Yield – Obey
[bookmark: _GoBack]These are the 4 steps to the believer’s maturity in Christ.

We saw the word “know” in the first few verses. Even in the last part of Chapter 5. We now come to the “reckon” part. It is not enough just to know the facts.

Λογίζεσθε = “count as true” – especially in our own lives. Not only that, but we are to keep on counting it to be true. (Present tense)

Jesus death is our death – His life is our life. We need count on that continually. We will see the importance of yielding and obedience is our future studies.

Conclusion:
 
